2008 Region 24 Competition

Summary of Judges’ Comments


Jo Lund, Music Category

The following comments apply to both choruses and quartets. 

-
Most groups had good or strong song choices (this is the 0-30 points part of the category).  A few songs were only “okay” for contest and notes were made on contest score sheets when songs were less than strong or good song/arrangement choices.

-
“Ad lib” ballad phrasing – many groups were not capable of this approach to interpreting their music and as a result lost artistry (this is the 70 points part of the category pertaining to performance of the music).  

-
The Region needs to raise the level of singing overall since most groups were in the C to C+ levels.  It is commendable that there was no D level singing and very little C- level singing.

-
Suggestions for helping singers (and therefore scores) improve:  

· Singing cleaner intervals

· Making sure chords are tuned (Pythagorean tuning)

· Utilize dueting in choruses and quartets to improve overall synchronization (which will help to line up chords and intervals).  As a music judge, she can’t judge chords if the synch is out

· Working on more variety of dynamics.  Groups are doing louds and softs, but now the work is to add in medium louds and medium softs, etc.

Ruth Ann Parker, Sound Category

Quartets:

-
A fairly low scoring contest.  To increase scores, need to continue to work on vocal production which includes the following areas:
· Breath support

· Tuning

· Listening

· Learning all the right notes

-
As a judge, she couldn’t get to the 30% of her category (artistic sound) – except for higher scoring groups.  The 70% portion of the category (vocal skills and accuracy) is  a the continued focus for the majority of quartets.

-
Dynamics need to play a larger role in the variety of vocal qualities/texture.  There was some of this in the quartet contest but so often the softs were not supported.  And louds at times had muscle in the vocal mechanism.
-
Recommend getting good vocal coaches in to work with the Region

Choruses:

-
Sound scores ranged from C level to B+.  There were no C- levels but the A levels – from A- and up – are there for this Region.  Many other regions have reached the A level and are consistently staying there.

-
Smaller choruses, in particular, need to work on section unity, especially focusing on  vocal placement within each section and chord clarity.  This is a big thing to aim for, but it is within the reach of many of the choruses.

-
Didn’t have a chance to get into the 30% of the category dealing with artistry because work is continuing to be needed in the 70% portion of the category.

Patti Burklund, Expression Category

-
70-75% of the competitors fell in the C category (this is both quartets and choruses)

-
As a result, didn’t get to go into the 60% of her category dealing with artistic lyrical interpretation because work is still needed in the basic requirements of the category.
-
Work needed by all in synchronization and section unity

-
There was good planning by most around use of dynamics.

Gina Kaiser, Showmanship Category

Comments apply to both quartets and choruses.

-
Need to continue work on and increase vocal skills.  This work will then support the visual plan better.

-
Need to utilize facial expressions even more.  That is, need much more variance in expression vs. one pleasant, but unchanging expression.  Contrast is absolutely needed from all.

-
Those groups scoring B+ and above are definitely ready to dive deeper into characterization.  Let go more!

-
Costuming by all pretty good.
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Shirley Price, Educ. Coord.


