2007 Regional Competition 

Summary of Judges’ Comments

Beth Smith, Sound Judge

Quartets:  Some good performances; creativity in musical/vocal plans.  Need to increase vocal skills and stamina (applies to choruses as well).  Some quartets selecting songs that are too hard for them; and some selecting songs that do not showcase the quartet’s best skills.  Most quartets took a pitch – thank you as that helps to get things in tune from the start.  Lots of nerves and vibrato – this affects scores in this category.  Need to work on barbershop balance – need more bass dominance vs. the choral sound that is happening.  Work needed on matched resonance.  Singers need to be realistic about their abilities/levels, e.g. vocal ranges.   Listen to other examples of quartets singing barbershop craft, but do not imitate if not the quartet’s style or level/ability yet.
Choruses:  Please do not save best sound for the last chord – scoring starts at the beginning of the song.  Hearing more choruses choosing music that is appropriate for voices and skills.  Now need more resonance and stamina.  Need a stronger and deeper barbershop balance – tendency for top-heavy cone at times.  Very impressed with the higher level of achievement in the smaller choruses.  In general, leads in choruses are not taking command of the unit.

General:  More education needed about non-singing parts of the performance – there was talking on stage and when walking off.  Keep working on the training of full-voiced singing and singing with resonance.  Loved creativity demonstrated by so many – but need the skills to carry it off.  Individual voices, even in quartets, are not blended.  Chord accuracy is not always clean – there is a “noisy” sound.  Can hear the work on horizontal chord clarity –now need it on vertical chord clarity too.

Sylvia Alsbury, Music Judge

Quartets:  Good choices of music/arrangements for the most part.  However, the musical character is not delineated very often.  Words are interfering with smooth musical delivery.   There is a need for ear training to assure accurate chords – too much out of tune singing going on.  Also, need to work on controlled musical energy.  Lots of “B” and lower performances.  
Choruses:  Lots of “B” performances – the challenge is for choruses (most of whom are small and medium sized) to achieve B+ and A- levels of singing/performing.   Continue to strive towards that.  Vocal production skill building remains a challenge for most of the choruses – the size of a chorus is not a reason for this to not be ongoing work.
Becky Hine, Showmanship Judge

Quartets:  Lots of casualness – casual (and not matching) footwear, casual clothes, casual hair.  Makeup was not intense enough for stage lights, especially lips.   Singers seemed uneasy with where the edge of the stage was, too much looking at their feet – perhaps due to the new venue?   There is a need for more training in how to take the stage with confidence and presence.
Choruses:  Lots of full sequined tops or very dressy/flashy fabrics – faces had to compete with the reflection of that shine.  Makeup for most was simply not intense enough – eyes, cheeks and lips.  Hairstyles much too casual.

General:  Lots of darting eyes in choruses – where are the focal points?  No B+ choruses – something to strive for.

Joan Levitin, Expression Judge and Panel Chair

Quartets:  Inner-phrase synch issues – even in higher scoring quartets.  Lots of issues with breath management – need to find a new way to say it, to teach breath management.  Need more open and resonant vowel production – which is tied to the breath taken.  Work on extending phrases to full value – too many chopped off phrase endings.   Interpretive phrasing and dynamic designs were either too ambitious for present skill levels or not meaningful.    Emphasis needs to be on “telling the story.”  Need smoother line delivery, lyrical flow.  Tempo and rhythm issues, especially backbeat.  While quartets were taking a pitch, many still starting out of tune.
Choruses:  Lack of forward motion in phrasing – too many pregnant pauses and phrase and dynamic plans too ambitious.   The attempts at artistry commendable but need vocal skills to match those attempts.   Unit work is needed.   Directors are getting in the way of choruses at times.  And physicality is also getting in the way of singers – while there is improvement in posture overall, facial expressions are not matching the music being sung.  
General:  Not many quartets performing at the B- to B+ level.   One third of the quartet competitors were in the 300 scores.  Also, too many tempo changes in songs – choruses were more successful in carrying out.

